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Build the future in Kurdistan

Angelo Caspani and IralianExpo Iraq: the courage of 2 man who gambled on Kurdistan and promoted Italian-made pm-du::l:s

Angelo Caspani 15 a
Sevear-pld  entreprencur
who 15 the president of
Axis Foirs &  Serviees,
which was  established
m %41 1o fiver eulural
ond ecomomic exchomges
hetween Haly and emeng-
mg countries. For over 10
vears, Mr Cospom hos ps-
sisted  Ialion  compemies
nnd erganzatiens working
abroad in developing miar-
keds, helpimg them e um-
derstand the needs and o
overcome the difficulties
deriving  from the chal-
lenges and mew mules of
the glebal market.

Hizcormpany specializing
m trade fairs for start-up
markets has been working
i Irag and Iragi Kurdiztan
sice 2007 Through activ-
itie= and services provided
o help Nalian companics
expaisd on the internsation-
al market, his NalianExpo
Iraq trade fairs and events
organized on-site, and co-
operation with Minisinics
and Universities, Me Cas-
pam has prometed Kurdis
tan an Maly ard the rest o
Europe, which has helped
favor exchanges belween
Tealy amel i,

Angelo Caspami imiro-
duced Talians o another
Kourdistan

Promoting — an nfor-
mative  campgn ealled
“Uheod news from Kordis-
tan.” which presented the
other foee of Kurdistan o
professicnals i the seee
tor {through conferences
held ot chombers of Come-
meerce and with trode ns-
socintions} and o public
apimien (on the media, m
the press, on the web and
socanl networks), hr Cas-
pran helped disprove the
stereotypes that were as-
sociafed with Iraqe Eourd-
wstan and s people for
many  years:  stones  of
perseculion, war, erime,
refugess, and misery. Few
people could  relate w
such a geographically ne-
sl couniry like Furdis-
tan. Many considered it a
countey to avoid becauss
il was wsale and a place
of turmail and civil strife.
Today, llians and Euro-
peans know that the au-
Lo region of Furd-
wstan 15 @ safe and peacetul
||Ii||.'l.'. Ili!liiill i.'l.lrllllilrl'iL"ﬁ_
arge  ndusinal - groups,
the national and regronal

overnments-~especially
the  Lombardy  Eegion,
followed by the Venetos,
Tuscany, and Marche Re-
proms=-and several public
und  privele  anstiisons
und organizations are very
migrested  1n Kuordiston
[hey fellow and are very
familior with the soeisl,
culturel, and  economie
uspects of Kurdistn He-
gon, and they setevely

GLIRE T

participate m s develop-
et ared amazmg gr\:mbllll
If [tolion quahity and style
are in high demand and
very popalor on the Eurd-
1sh morket todey, 1t 15 m
great port due o the cour-
mge of Angele Cospam, s
v, his momagerial
skills, snd, above all, bus
persenal eemmitment that
encourpged him b anber-
pate the tiumes and maoke
the st of the opportuni-
ties, lookmg in other di-
TECioms.

2007 marks first funda-
mental phase in establish-
g relations between [taly
and Eurdistan

Angelo Caspani, ot the
helm of s company,
Axis, devized the ltalian-
Expo tade fair format
desigined for markets with
COOIRNTIES Tequiring  pri-
msary and  anfrastiactueal
bervention  and  assis-
tance, Being the pronees
that he i3, he brought this
format to Erhil.

Kurdistan Region Presidont Masssanl Rarcand shakes hands with Anged

The 15t editon of lalian-
H\'lﬁ ITil':l Wils IlL'Il.I I.r|.|||'|
Seplember 6-10, 2007, i
wits the frst 100%% Tal-
wm exhabation and the first
Western trade  far held
m o the Kurdish  capital
Eighty lalian compemies
participated.  The  event
wis maugursied by Kord-
tsh Pressdent Massond
Harzani, whe declored on
that oecnsion: “This event
drwws us eloser e Maly and
further boosts the growth
I OUE region, 'I'Il'llﬂh wanks
o be a mode] of develop-

et for all of Irag.” The
tracke Far Featurmg Halian
products  ond  techmolo-
gres satishied the growmg
neesds of the morket and
the country's meconstric-
tien projects. [ wos @ nenl
suecess, and thol success
wolld continue 1o grow
und consolidate over hme.
The first signs m s
diregtion ormved @ few
it after the exhibaton
and indicated Fourdistan’s
grovwing nterest m Haly. A
Fourdish delegation head-
ed b Kurdish Mimister of
Commerce  Mohammad
Raouf Mohammad visited
Bdilan in Fehruary 2008
and presented the varous
opportuntbes of Kurdistan
Region during a moeting
at he Milan Chamber of
Commerce.  This  meet-

ing laid the bases for the
lauiich of balateral rela-
tions between the Kurdish
regional governinent and
the Lombardy Region, and
was followed by the sign-

i ol a letter of intent dur-
i”l'.': the 2nd edition of Tal-
bl g 2008 (held m
Forbal trorm June 9-13),

O vear later, the B2E
exhibition, orgarmzed Ty
Angelo Caspam’s  com-
pany Asis, confinmed s
strategic and  ntermedi-
oy tole n the relotions
between the twoe coun-
tries. The sequired exper-
tize and direct expenence
gomned made 1 possihle
to wentily omd mierpret
the needs of the country
und erganize an exhbion

that, unhke the previous
eibition, foeuwsed on grow-
ing sectors. Consequently,
ltahanExpe [rag become
maore imporiant ok only
on g regienal level, bot
also natienally, ond sev-
emal authoniative figunes
were mviled to the openimg
ceremony: Mr Mounzwe
Melon, the Ialion Ambos-
sador i Irag, Mr, Fawe |
Hariry, the Iragi Mimster
of Industry and Minerals;
and Mr. Hobi Romea, the
delegate for International
Relations of the President
of the Lombardy Hegion
The number of small and
mid-sized  Nalian com-
panigs  participating  also
imereased: Thers were B0
exhibitors at Naliankxpe
[rag 2008 who could count
o a pariner able to profit-
ably and swceessfully de-
velop  the  opportunitios
aemerging from the event.

Adter the first two edi-
tions, Axis with Iialian-

|':'\_|u1 began  promoting
i|'|||'||'|'||i|1'i'l.|.' illll] L‘:I.ll.\_'il'
hemal sermmars Tor Taly
s meant having, ACLRES
Iy eoomHamie oppariumbies
deriving from the recon-
sirsction i Irag. The first
[talian-Kunlish Eoomomic
Forum, stromgly advacat-
ed by Mr. Adolfo Urso, the
[tuhnn Mimster of Foreign
Trode, was held m Eral
in Mevember 2008, Dhr-
img that meeting, hMimister
Urzn publicly mvited [aly
med o miss the chanes 1o
participate m the develop-

menl of Burdhstan, whose
coommy was a driving
force for fulure growth
throngheant  Irag,  Three
menths later, on Febronmy
23, 2008 @ Memorandum
of Intent was signed be-
tween the Hegienal Gov-
ermment of Kurdiston amd
the Lembardy Keglon

Mimster  Mohammi:d
FKaouf  Mohammad  ond
Preswdent Farmigoni

signed the protocs] o pro-
mede: hilateral cooperation
and to Ugive prominenes
and continmty o impor-
tant partnerships focusimg
on business, invesimends,
eulture,  wunsm,  and
healtheare.” The agree-
ment was clearly the result
ol the dialog launched due-
ing the Ind edition of 1al-
ianfxpo Trag 2008, which
demonsirates iis value as a
] for beoades opportu-
nities of cooperation and
a possibility Foar rostual
enrichment botween Naly
and e Autonomons Be-

i U pami daeing the TedianFips ad Erbsl Faiv Goosaml.

giom of Kurdistan

The Nalian Mirlisl'r:. af

Feomome Developrent’s
endorsement of the 3rd
edition of lalanExpo Irag
M09 confirmed  Axis's
important tole as a pri-
mary pariner on the Kard-
i:c'll-rr.:l.|i miarket, The past
editien, which ook place
in Eral m June, was en-
dorsed by the Mimstry
This importon recognition
by [tlan mstiutens Te-
wirded the orgonmzatcenal
skills of Axis and 1ts presi-
dent Angelo Caspani, for

having launched activities
designed o amprove the
infermtionn] visibality of
Fourdistan and o suppert
[talin enterprise o I,
prometing the authentieiy
of Nahomn stvle. Thers wene
130 Italan exhibators m
five specinlized seetors at
the 3rd editton of [nluon-
b Irng 20EM,

All the ediiens of ltal-
lanExpo Irag held m Erbal
Followed the evolution and
grovyth of the Kurdish and
[raqi marketa. As a resuli
the upcoming 4h edition
of TalianExpa Irag will be
the 200100 versiom with a
decidedly  futire-forwvard
upgrade,  Hesponding o
the demand of the Kurd-
ish market, Axis has spe-
caalized the Italian offer
and  renewed Qs exhibi-
ton concepd in which the
[taltan  business  systeimn
and culture are valwes that
have guided change and
led 1o the creation ol twao
specialized  expos  held
ab the same e Fulure
Buldmg  Show (for the
comslractuan, L"IIL'TLE\ . ETY1=
rorment, and |m:L|fr|E_ ared
cooling sectors) and Chuest
& Food Techno  Show
(hospitahity and food sec-
lewrs, |i|.|'i[-:]i1|g, the Fuiure
15 the therme hnking the
s events: The project re-
viorlves nrenned humsans and
therr needs smd  dreams
tied ke the evelution of
ome's individun] ond cel-
leetive status

Thas new awnreness his
inpgerned preat mierest m
quality, especially 10 tenms
of product hife ond reh-
abality, and a request for
skills and traiming. There-
tore, cultural and informa-
tve maments will play an
important rele in the 4ih
edition.

The appointment 15
Erbal, from Jume 12-15,
2000, and  Kwrdistan 1=
ready 1o weleome the ea-
werly awaited event with
iz excellent Malian prod-
wets, services, and tech-
malogies.

Bakheibey  in Kurdish
means “welcome.” I is a
woid that repredents hos-
pitality and openness 1o-
wards others.

U the eve of the dith
edition  of ]1:|.|i:|.1||;1|'r::-
Trag 00, ]u:-|1|n_' Farmalnar
u.il]ll the story of Angalo
Caspam arul s realiee
that Ul hI.IHP'iI..'I.IiI} thal
Italy emoys in Kurdistan
iz due o the storv of this
entrepreneur whe has per-
somally worked with great
temnetty o bl the ot
in fhis eountry. The Kunds
are tenueious peeple with
great eonlidence 1n them-
selves, and Angels Cos-
pani hos  Jeamed much
frosm them
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